Geomagnetic Field During a Reversal
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It has frequently been suggested that only the geomagnetic
dipole, rather than higher order poles, reverse during a
geomagnetic field reversal. Under this assumption the
geomagnetic field strength has been calculated for the surface of
the .Earth for various steps of the reversal process.

Even without an eminent Areversal@ of the field, extrapolation of
the present secular change (although problematic) shows that the
field strength may become zero in some geographic areas within
a few hundred years.
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