Carnian/Norian boundary based on conodonts corresponds to
basal Newark magnetozone E7 at about 228 Ma (adopting
Newark astrochronology), implying a long Norian with a
duration of 120m.y. and a Rhaetian of about 6 m.y. duration.
These ages are in fact not inconsistent with the few high quality
radiometric dates that are available for Late Triassic time scale
calibration. We suggest that Pizzo Mondello is a good candidate
for a GSSP for the base of the Norian whereas we find that
sections of the ""Hallstatt" type , which may be more fossiliferous
but have erratic and typically very low average rates of sediment
accumulation, are more difficult to correlate.



