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Publication Fees for AGU Journals

• Authors who have funding are expected to help support the costs of publication; those who do not may
request a reduction or a waiver of fees. Waivers of excess length fees must be approved by the Editor.

• Most fees related to publication in AGU journals are based on the Publication Unit (PU) as described below. 
Using the online calculator (http://www.agu.org/cgi-bin/wc/wc.cgi), authors can determine for themselves
the likely charges prior to submitting a contribution to an AGU journal.

• There is no additional charge to include color figures in the article as published online and the color will
appear in both the html and the pdf version.  It is not essential to have a black and white version in the
printed journal if it will not reproduce well. The added costs for printed color are given at the end of this
document.

• “Electronic reprints” are available for all journals.  Authors who honor the corresponding fee receive a user
name and password that they can share with colleagues for their personal use.  The user name can be used
for 200 accesses; each access permits the reader to see both the html and the pdf versions of the article. 

• Author choicec allows authors the opportunity to make their articles open for others to read for free: see
http://www.agu.org/pubs/authorchoice.html 

Definition of a Publication Unit:
For the published article online

1 PU =  380 word equivalents (1 word equivalent is 6 characters or spaces)
1 PU = 1 static figure, either black and white or color
1 PU = 1 file containing dynamic material

[Note: To encourage the use of dynamic material, no fee will be accessed for dynamic
material for articles accepted in 2007 and 2008.]

aFor accompanying online-only material, such as data sets or other supporting material
1 PU = 1 file up to 1 megabyte (MB)
0.05 PU = each additional 1 MB per file
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Fees for Various Online Services:

Geophysical Research Letters
$57/PU Basic publication fee (formerly called “page charges”). Authors who honor this fee will be

provided “electronic reprints.” See description above.
$30/PU Accompanying online-only material
$1.50/PU Perpetual Care of the digital archive.  All authors are urged to help support the maintenance

and migration of the archive.
$142.50/PU Author choice

Journal of Geophysical Research; Water Resources Research; Radio Science; Geochemistry, Geophysics,
Geosystemsb

$30/PU Basic publication fee (formerly called “page charges”). Authors who honor this fee will be
provided “electronic reprints.” See description above.

[Note: In WRR the first 24 PU’s are without charge unless the author wishes to have
electronic or printed reprints.]

$35/PU Excess length fee.  Trigger points are as follows: 
28 PU’s   JGR-Atmospheres section and Radio Science
31 PU’s   JGR-Space Physics section
37 PU’s   Water Resources Research and all other sections of JGR

$30/PU Accompanying online-only material
$1.50/PU Perpetual Care of the digital archive.  All authors are urged to help support the maintenance

and migration of the archive.
$75/PU Author choice

Tectonics; Global Biogeochemical Cycles; Paleoceanography; Reviews of Geophysics
$6/PU “Electronic reprints.”  See description above.
$30/PU Accompanying online-only material
$1.50/PU Perpetual Care of the digital archive.  All authors are urged to help support the maintenance

and migration of the archive.
$75/PU Author choice; this is not an option for Reviews of Geophysics

aUpdated accompanying online fees (15 January 2007).
b Geochemistry, Geophysics, Geosystems was incorrectly listed with non publication fee journals; correct as shown here. Geophysical
Research Letters and Reviews of Geophysics fees added (25 January 2007).
CAuthor choice information added (30 November 2007).
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Additional Costs for Printing Color:

• There is no additional charge for having color online.  Since the beginning of 2006, online-only color has
been included in both the html and the pdf versions without a fee.

• Except for GRL, authors may have some but not all of their color figures in the printed version.  If this
option is chosen, however, at least two figures must be included in the print.

• All prices presume that acceptable electronic files have been supplied by the author.  If figures must be
scanned from hard copy, an additional charge of $100 per figure applies.

Color Option Journals for which available
Plate section in printed version All journals except GRL and JGR-Planets section
Integrated in printed version All sections of JGR and GRL

Plate Section in Printed Version

All publications except GRL and JGR-Planets section 

No charge first color figure
$150 each second and third color figures
$100 each subsequent color figure

Integrated Color in Printed Version

GRL and all other sections of JGR
$700 first color figure
$350 second color figure
$100 each each subsequent color figure

JGR-Planets section 
No charge first color figure
$700 second color figure
$350 each third and fourth color figures
$100 each each subsequent color figure

For a quote on the cost of paper reprints, contact pubfees@agu.org


