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Summary Dr. Behnke is a lightning scientist in the Space and Remote Sensing group at Los Alamos National
Laboratory. She received her PhD in Atmospheric Physics from the New Mexico Institute of Mining
and Technology in Socorro, NM, where she used 3-D lightning mapping sensors to study the dis-
tribution of charge in volcanic plumes of Redoubt Volcano (Alaska) and Eyjafjallajokull (Iceland).
Since then her research has centered around Sakurajima Volcano in Japan, where she has studied the
physical differences among different types of volcanic lightning discharges and developed methods
for using lightning observations for volcano monitoring. She also currently leads a NASA-funded
project to develop a CubeSat-sized radio frequency sensor to map lightning in 3D from low-Earth
orbit with a constellation of CubeSats.

Education PhD, Physics with Dissertation in Atmospheric Physics, 2013
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, Socorro, NM USA
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B.S., Physics with Astrophysics option, High Honors, 2003
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Research Scientist 2013
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Graduate Research Assistant 2008 - 2012
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