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Zackary I Johnson 
 
Contact Information 

Division of Marine Science and Conservation Phone: 1-252-504-7543 
Duke University Fax: 1-252-504-7648 
135 Duke Marine Lab Rd. Email: zij@duke.edu 
Beaufort, NC 28516 USA Web: http://sites.nicholas.duke.edu/johnson 

 
Education 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2000-2004, (Sallie W. Chisholm, advisor) 
Ph.D. (Botany) Duke University, 2000 (Richard T. Barber, advisor) 
 Title: Regulation of Marine Photosynthetic Efficiency by Photosystem II 
B.S. (Civil and Environmental Engineering) Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1994 

 
Professional History 

2017- Associate Professor, Duke University  
2012-2017 Arthur P. Kaupe Assistant Professor of Molecular Biology, Duke University 
2009-2017 Assistant Professor, Duke University, Division of Marine Science & Conservation 
2007-2011 Scientific Consultant, PhycoSciences LLC 
2005-2009 Assistant Professor, University of Hawaii Department of Oceanography 
1997 Visiting Scientist, Fall Semester, Brookhaven National Labs (P. Falkowski Lab) 

 
Awards / Honors 

Algae Biomass Organization – Mid Career Excellence Award 
Association for the Advancement of Limnology and Oceanography (ASLO) – Sustaining Fellow 
Duke Science Communication Fellow 
Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow (Germany) 
Arthur P. Kaupe Assistant Professor of Molecular Biology 
German-American Kavli Fellow, National Academy of Sciences 
NOAA Postdoctoral Fellowship in Climate and Global Change  
Dissertations Initiative for the Advancement of Limnology and Oceanography 
Harvey W. Smith Fellowship in Biological Oceanography  

 
Professional Societies 

American Geophysical Union (AGU), Association for the Sciences of Limnology and Oceanography 
(ASLO), Phycological Society of America (PSA), American Society of Microbiology (ASM), The 
Oceanography Society (TOS) 

 
Research Interests 

My group broadly studies the abundance, diversity and activity of marine microbes. We are biological 
(microbial) oceanographers, marine molecular ecologists, marine microbiologists, phycologists, and 
biogeochemists.  Our environmental research, which is at the intersection of marine ecology and 
biogeochemistry, focuses on the marine cyanobacteria Prochlorococcus, the most abundant 
phytoplankton in the open oceans and an excellent model marine microbe.  We also have substantial 
efforts in the biotechnological application of marine microalgae for aquaculture towards the sustainable 
production of feed, food and fuel to accelerate carbon emission reductions or carbon negative 
technologies. 
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