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Dept. of Atmospheric Sciences 
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TAMU 3150 

College Station, TX 77845 

Telephone: 979-862-1427 

Fax: 979-862-4466 
E-mail: adessler@tamu.edu 

 
 

Research Areas: Climate change, climate feedbacks, remote sensing, climate 

change policy 
  

Education: 1994 - Ph.D. -  Chemistry, Harvard University 

1990 - A.M. -  Chemistry, Harvard University 

1986 - B.A.  -  Physics, Rice University 
   

Employment 2007-present Professor, Dept. of Atmospheric Sciences, 

Texas A&M University 

 2005-2007 Associate Professor, Dept. of Atmospheric 

Sciences, Texas A&M University 

 2000 Senior Policy Analyst, White House Office of 

Science and Technology Policy, Environment 

Division, Washington, DC 
 1996-2005 Research Scientist, Earth System Science 

Interdisciplinary Center (ESSIC), Univ. of 

Maryland, College Park, MD 
 1994-1996 National Research Council Research 

Associateship in the Atmospheric Chemistry 

and Dynamics Branch of NASA Goddard Space 

Flight Center, Greenbelt, MD. 

Research 

Experience 

Narrative 

 

Dessler began his research career working on stratospheric 

photochemistry, with a focus on ozone depletion.  This led him 

to work on stratospheric water vapor, and the processes that 

regulate them.  His work on water vapor at the tropopause led 

him to start working on tropospheric water vapor and the water 

vapor feedback.  After the water vapor feedback was basically 

settled in the late 2000s, he began working on clouds and to 

quantify that feedback.  Most recently, he has been working on 

estimates of climate sensitivity and how internal variability can 

confound our estimates of that quantity. 

Selected Honors: Fellow of the American Geophysical Union and the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science; American Meteorology Society Louis J. 

Battan Author’s Award for Introduction to Modern Climate Change;  
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American Geophysical Union Atmospheric Sciences Section Ascent Award; Google 

Science Communication Fellow 
 

Professional society memberships: American Geophysical Union, American 

Association for the Advancement of Science, American Meteorology Society  
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guide to the debate, Cambridge Univ. Press, third edition 2019. 
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