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2020 was a year like no other — from 
the worldwide pandemic to universities 
and research being paused (or, when 
possible, conducted online) to global 
demonstrations against systemic 
racism. It was a year where the 
importance of fundamental science 
supporting our very global society was 
never clearer as we witnessed the rapid 
development of the vaccines from basic 
science in a global open data ecosystem. 
It was also a year for frank honest 
reflections about systemic racism in our 
science.

AGU has — and will continue to have 
— honest conversations about race 
and privilege so that we keep taking 
the much-needed actions to foster an 
inclusive culture and remove systemic 
racism. As we have repeatedly stated, 
science and the world is better when 
we have more diverse voices at the 
table. Building on the call to action from 
the Call for a Robust Anti-Racism Plan 
for the Geosciences and No Time for 
Silence teams, President-elect Susan 
Lozier and I were proud to release the 
eight action steps to address systemic 
racism that we issued in August. These 
action steps were only the start of our 
community’s continued commitment to 
take bold, meaningful actions.

I also had the honor of awarding the 
2020 Presidential Citations to the 
Call for a Robust Anti-Racism Plan 
for the Geosciences and No Time 
for Silence teams. We are grateful to 
each member of those teams for their 
recommendations and their continued 
dedication to improve our community. 

Some additional highlights from 2020:

• Elevated and reaffirmed 

our diversity, equity and inclusion 
initiatives.

• Turned Fall Meeting from a mostly 
in-person experience to a successful 
100% virtual meeting.

• Announced a new strategic plan that 
was developed with the phenomenal 
ideas many of you provided.

• Increased journal article 
submissions while maintaining 
the high-quality standards people 
expect from AGU.

• Created a book editorial board and 
released several open-access books.

• Increased student membership by 
16% and maintained new/renewed 
membership numbers.

• Received the American Society 
of Association Executives (ASAE) 
Power of A award for the second 
year in a row for the Centennial 
Grants Project. 

• Selected Randy W. Fiser as the new 
CEO.  

AGU also conducted a leadership 
election, which led to the selection of 
Lisa Graumlich, a paleoclimatologist and 
the first openly LGBTQIA+ president-
elect. With the selection of Lisa and 
the rest of the newly elected Board, 
Council, College of Fellows and section 
leaders, AGU will have its most diverse 
leadership during Susan Lozier’s term as 
AGU president in 2021-2022. 

I am proud of the work we accomplished 
in 2020. I also know we have a lot 
more work to do to create the inclusive 
scientific culture that we aspire to and 
wish we had joined when we started our 
careers. By working together, we will 
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President’s Letter

Since 1919, AGU has dedicated itself 
to action. This community has created 
meaningful ways for scientists to 
collaborate, ensured that research is 
funded and used to create a better 
world, and inspired the next generation—
living up to the commitments we have 
made to one another for the last 102 
years.

Recently, we rose together to meet 
a bold new challenge. Following the 
passing of our new strategic plan, we 
began blazing a trail toward three major 
goals: 

•   Catalyze discovery and solutions to 
scientific and societal challenges 

•   Promote and exemplify an inclusive 
scientific culture 

•   Partner broadly with other 
organizations and sectors to address 
scientific and societal challenges 

I am proud of the work we accomplished 
this year, especially of our efforts to 
partner broadly. Global challenges 
require global collaboration, and 
AGU is perfectly positioned to lead in 
developing sustainable partnerships that 
will embed the Earth and space sciences 
in decision-making at all levels.  

When I began my first year as AGU 
President, I was inspired by the 
potential to connect and collaborate 
with scientific organizations around 
the world. During Fall Meeting 2020 I 
met with representatives from other 
geoscience associations, as we have 
done for years. With such powerful 
minds in the same room, I suggested we 
convene formally to drive real action, 
and the Global Geoscience Societies 
Initiative was born.

In November, we were exceptionally 
proud to send a delegation of AGU 
leaders to the U.N. Climate Change 
Conference (COP26) for the first time. 
COP26 in Glasgow was an opportunity 
to meet with world leaders to advocate 
for science-based solutions and issue a 
call for climate action. After the success 
of our first meeting, AGU was honored to 
send our own delegation to COP27 as a 
provisional observer.

2021 also kicked off another exciting 
global effort: the U.N. Decade of Ocean 
Science for Sustainable Development. 
As a physical oceanographer, I was 
particularly excited for this initiative 
to elevate the critical role of ocean 
science in driving solutions. Several 
AGU programs were officially endorsed, 
including our joint Ocean Sciences 
Meeting with The Oceanography Society 
and the Association for the Sciences 
of Limnology and Oceanography, 
convening oceanographers from around 
the world in 2022, and AGU’s exceptional 
Mentoring365 program, a partnership 
with NASA and other leading scientific 
organizations to provide support for the 
next generation of scientists.

Additional highlights from 2021 include: 

•   AGU held its first hybrid Fall Meeting 
with more than 23,000 attendees.  

•   G-Cubed became AGU’s eighth 
open-access journal, continuing our 
commitment to open science.     

•   We launched the Community Science 
Exchange and the transdisciplinary, 
open-access journal Community 
Science, in collaboration with several 
partners.  

•   Thriving Earth Exchange launched  
52 new projects around the world.  

•   The AGU Bridge program welcomed 
15 new collegiate departments as 
partners, increasing to 42 the number 
of colleges in our network dedicated 
to recruiting and retaining geoscience 
students from marginalized 
backgrounds.  

•   Two AGU members were awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Physics. 

The AGU community has done 
phenomenal work this year, but we have 
much more to do if we are to reach our 
goals. It is my honor to lead AGU into 
2022 as we envision a future where 
scientific discovery continues to be 
valued and celebrated for its role in 
advancing human knowledge and where 
the Earth and space sciences are used 
for the benefit and prosperity of people 
and our planet.  

Regards,  

Susan Lozier  
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Strategic Plan

In 2020, AGU presented a new vision for the future of the Earth and space 
sciences in our strategic plan. This is the year we began to realize that 
vision of a thriving, sustainable and equitable future supported by 
scientific discovery, innovation and action. 

AGU STRATEGIC PLAN

AGU 
Strategic 
Plan 

Click the image to read the full AGU Strategic Plan

https://news.agu.org/files/2020/05/Final_AGU_Strategic_Plan_2020_Final.pdf
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Catalyze discovery and solutions to 
scientific and societal challenges

AGU’s commitment to discovery science remains central to our mission, building on our traditional strengths in convening, 
vetting and sharing science. We also aim to move more decisively into the realm of solution-based science that addresses 
emerging global issues, using our time-tested models—including Fall Meeting and AGU’s 23 journals—to support and reward both 
discovery and solution-based science.

After a fully online Fall Meeting in 2020, 
we were excited to welcome people 
back in person and virtually for AGU’s 
first hybrid Fall Meeting held in New 
Orleans, La., and online everywhere from 
13 to 17 December 2021.   
 
#AGU21 was optimized for both 
in-person and worldwide online 
participation so that attendees had 
numerous opportunities for interactions, 
including networking opportunities, 
impromptu live discussions, field trips, 
workshops and side meetings, as well 
as the very popular exhibit hall. We took 
the best of #AGU20, other past events 
and the latest tools and technologies 
to create a customizable online or in-
person experience to foster learning, 
sharing and networking with others. 

#AGU21 Highlights:

•   Dr. Robert Bullard, often described 
as the father of environmental 
justice, delivered the Presidential 
Forum lecture on how to build 
trusting relationships between 
communities and science in support of 
environmental justice.  

•   John Kerry, the U.S.’s first Special 
Presidential Envoy for Climate, spoke 
about the grand transformation to 
address climate change during a 
plenary lecture.  

•   NASA scientists revealed that their 
spacecraft entered the Sun’s corona 
for the first time during a press 
conference about the Parker Solar 
Probe.  

#AGU21 Meeting Stats
23,895
total attendees

1,833.75
hours of scientific 
programming

224
Student Travel Grants
Awarded

114
Countries represented

23,895 
total attendees

13,948 
online attendees 
 
9,947 
in-person attendees 

7,127 
graduate students 

1,276 
undergraduate students 
 
7,058 
first-time attendees 
 
324 
members of the press 
 
168 
exhibitors & sponsors

 10,410 
poster presentations

 7,599 
oral presentations 
 
 1,048 
 eLightning  
presentations 

11,102 
iPosters created with 
1M+ views 
 
2,275 
sessions + presenta-
tions + workshops + 
town halls

to help offset travel costs or those associated 
with virtual attendance such as childcare and 
internet support

https://www.agu.org/Fall-Meeting-2021
https://www.agu.org/Fall-Meeting-2021
https://www.agu.org/Learn-and-Develop/Learn/Travel-Research-Grants/Fall-Meeting-General-STG
https://www.agu.org/Learn-and-Develop/Learn/Travel-Research-Grants/Fall-Meeting-General-STG
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•   Sekou Andrews, one of the most 
successful spoken poets in the world, 
delivered a plenary lecture in which he 
asked the scientific community to be 
wavemakers.

•   In a plenary address Deb Haaland, 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior and first 
Native American to serve as a cabinet 
secretary, spoke on the importance of 
diverse perspectives in scientific fields 
to ensure communities are not left 
behind. 

•   Dr. Kelly Mack gave a lecture to 
launch AGU’s LANDInG program 
for developing competencies in DEI 
leadership. She spoke on developing 
networks and tools for a stronger and 
more inclusive scientific community. 

•   U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer 
Granholm discussed achieving 
President Biden’s goal of net zero 
carbon emissions by 2050 during a 
plenary lecture.  

•   A panel from the 2021 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP26) 
delivered a plenary on progress and 
prospects and the role of the larger 
AGU community in them.

 
The AGU Honors Tribute was attended 
by both in-person and online attendees 
during #AGU21, recognizing outstanding 
contributions in Earth and space 
sciences through research, education, 
communication and outreach. For more 
information about diversity in the Honors 
program, please see AGU’s Ethics, 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 2021 
Annual Report.

Watch our #AGU21 Fall Meeting playlist on YouTube.

#AGU21

https://www.agu.org/-/media/Files/Learn-About-AGU/AGU_Annual_Ethics_DEI_Report_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=3F673C2ACF51FC038EAF3354AC68C877
https://www.agu.org/-/media/Files/Learn-About-AGU/AGU_Annual_Ethics_DEI_Report_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=3F673C2ACF51FC038EAF3354AC68C877
https://www.agu.org/-/media/Files/Learn-About-AGU/AGU_Annual_Ethics_DEI_Report_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=3F673C2ACF51FC038EAF3354AC68C877
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7Ihm2Mh3MZ7yv429UcwoqmrdU9zN9nEv
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Scholarly research is more important 
than ever to catalyze discovery and 
to help solve the urgent problems our 
world is facing today. AGU’s leadership, 
editors and staff remain committed 
to ensuring that its journals and 
publications are a powerful force for 
positive change in the world. 
 
AGU continued on its path to open 
science by transforming Geochemistry, 
Geophysics, Geosystems (G-Cubed) to 
open access. G-Cubed joins AGU’s seven 
open-access journals: AGU Advances, 
Earth’s Future, Earth and Space Science, 
GeoHealth, Journal of Advances in 
Modeling Earth Systems, Perspectives 
of Earth and Space Scientists and 
Space Weather. In addition, AGU began 
eliminating excess page fees for all 
open-access journals and for authors 
who purchase an open-access license in 
our other journals. 
 
As we increase access to our journals, 
AGU also wants to ensure that 
researchers from all regions can 
continue to publish with us. We offer 
automatic waivers and discounts 
for authors in low- and middle-
income countries covered under the 
Research4Life initiative in our open-
access journals. Many institutions also 
cover completely or offer discounts on 
open-access author publishing charges 
in AGU journals. In addition, anyone not 
included in these programs who needs a 
waiver can request one by emailing the 
journal. AGU will continue to strengthen 
these inclusivity efforts in 2022 as 
several additional titles prepare for the 
transformation to open access.   
 
AGU also announced an update to its 
publications corrections policy that 
allows for more flexibility around author 
name changes that better aligns with 
our values of diversity, equity and 
inclusion. Any author can now change 
their name on a previously published 

AGU publication for any reason, including 
but not limited to marriage, divorce, 
religious conversion and alignment of 
gender identity.  
 
AGU journals received 17,474 
submissions in 2021. Although this 
was a 3.8% decrease from 2020, the 
number of articles reaching the quality 
necessary for publication increased 
14.9% over 2020 to 8,227 articles. Most 
corresponding authors in 2021 were 
from China (36%, up from 32% in 2020) 
and then the United States (25%, down 
from 27% in 2020). In partnership with 
Wiley, AGU hosted two workshops in 
China—at the 6th Conference on Earth 
System Science in Shanghai in July and 
the Forum on Big Data in Earth Sciences 
by the International Union of Geological 
Sciences in Hangzhou in September—
along with four webinars presented 
in English and Mandarin. For more 
information on journal demographics, 
see AGU’s Ethics, Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion 2021 Annual Report.  

AGU Publications

Commitment to Open Science 
and Open Data

In addition to transforming G-Cubed to open access in 2021: 

•   AGU journal editors, staff and community members developed and 
released a comprehensive Data and Software Sharing 
Guidance for authors in July. 

•   Working closely with AGU’s data team and journal editors, we launched 
a data citation pilot in GeoHealth to ensure uniformity in our 
ongoing data transparency efforts, to include tags for data types and 
explicit citation formatting to ensure credit and proper indexing.

•   98% of all AGU research articles published in 2021 had a Data 
Availability Statement, up from 51% in 2020. 

https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agus-geochemistry-geophysics-geosystems-g-cubed-journal-to-become-open-access/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agus-geochemistry-geophysics-geosystems-g-cubed-journal-to-become-open-access/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agus-geochemistry-geophysics-geosystems-g-cubed-journal-to-become-open-access/
https://www.agu.org/Publish-with-AGU/Publish/Author-Resources/Publication-Fees-Funding-Options
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agu-announces-update-to-its-name-change-policy/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agu-announces-update-to-its-name-change-policy/
https://www.agu.org/-/media/Files/Learn-About-AGU/AGU_Annual_Ethics_DEI_Report_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=3F673C2ACF51FC038EAF3354AC68C877
https://www.agu.org/-/media/Files/Learn-About-AGU/AGU_Annual_Ethics_DEI_Report_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=3F673C2ACF51FC038EAF3354AC68C877
https://data.agu.org/resources/agu-data-software-sharing-guidance
https://data.agu.org/resources/agu-data-software-sharing-guidance
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COMMUNITY 
SCIENCE EXCHANGE

In 2021, AGU announced a partnership 
to form a portal for fostering community 
science. The Community Science 
Exchange is an initiative that aims to 
develop and promote leading practices, 
resources and information around 
community science. The platform 
includes a new transdisciplinary, open-
access journal, Community Science, as 
well as a related knowledge exchange 
for sharing diverse materials connected 
to community science. A generous fee 
waiver program will ensure that anyone 
whose contributions are accepted in the 
journal will be able to publish their work. 

AGU Publications

The Community Science Exchange aims to “democratize science—making 
science a valued, accessible, and meaningful way of solving problems that 
affect all communities.”         — Jean Schensul, Deputy Editor, Knowledge Exchange

Community Science Exchange Partners

•  American Anthropological Association (AAA)

•  American Geophysical Union (AGU)

•  American Meteorological Society (AMS)

•  American Public Health Association (APHA)

•  Citizen Science Association (CSA)

•  Unión Geofísica Mexicana (UGM)

https://communityscienceexchange.org/
https://communityscienceexchange.org/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/26929430
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AGU continues to be a voice for the global science community—advocating 
for science-based solutions to the challenges that face our society, supporting 
investment in high-quality and high-impact research, and celebrating the impressive 
work by our community.

PROMOTING OUR SCIENCE  
 
Top media outlets include: 
•  Forbes 
•  BBC News  
•  CNN  
•  Washington Post 
•  New York Times  
•  US News & World Report 
•   The Times-Picayune  

& New Orleans Advocate
•  The Hill  
•  NBC News  
•  ABC News  
•  Chicago Tribune 

 
Notable journal coverage:

Interstellar object ‘Oumuamua is likely a piece of 
a Pluto-like planet, 16 March 2021 (JGR Planets) 
•   BBC News, New York Times, Der Spiegel,  

152 news stories from 120 outlets

U.S.-wide, non-white neighborhoods are hotter 
than white ones, 13 July 2021 (Earth’s Future) 
·    E&E News, KPBS, KQED; 195 news stories  

from 162 outlets.

Earth is dimming due to climate change,  
29 August 2021 (Geophysical Research Letters) 
•    CNN, BBC News, Science News; 202 news 

stories from 158 outlets

 
Notable Fall Meeting 2021 coverage:

Tornadoes:

·   Study: Winter tornadoes to get more powerful 
as world warms. AP, Seth Borenstein  
13 December

 
Thwaites glacier:

·   Oregon scientists say major Antarctic Glacier 
on verge of collapse. Oregon Public Radio, Jes 
Burns 16 December

·   Crucial Antarctic ice shelf could fail within five 
years, scientists say. Washington Post, Sarah 
Kaplan 13 December

·    Antarctic ice shelf could crack, raise seas by 
feet within decade, scientists warn. NBC News 
Tim Fitzsimons 15 December

·   Also: NY Post, The Guardian, CNN, Scientific 
American, Nature News, Business Insider, 
National Geographic, The Hill 
 
 

Climate change:

·   Climate change has destabilized the Earth’s 
poles, putting the rest of the planet in peril. 
Washington Post Sarah Kaplan 14 December

·   Opinion: Humanity should not test whether 
Antarctica’s ice will hold out. Washington Post 
19 December

·   2021 brought a wave of extreme weather 
disasters. Scientists say worse lies ahead. 
Washington Post, Sarah Kaplan and Brady 
Dennis 17 December 

·   Alaska Science Forum: News of the Arctic from 
New Orleans. Juneau Empire, Ned Rozell 17 
December

 
Parker Solar Probe:

·   NASA’s Parker Solar Probe becomes first 
spacecraft to ‘touch’ the sun. CNN, Ashley 
Strickland 14 December

·   A NASA spacecraft has flown into the sun’s 
atmosphere for the first time in history. NPR 
News, Joe Hernandez 15 December

·   Also: Smithsonian, The Guardian, Wall Street 
Journal, Washington Post

Advancing Science

Nobel-Worthy Science
 AGU is proud to have in its membership two of the three scientists awarded the 
2021 Nobel Prize in Physics. Syukuro Manabe and Klaus Hasselmann will add the 
Nobel to their long list of recognitions:  

Syukuro Manabe

•  AGU Fellow

•  AGU Bowie Medal

•  AGU Revelle Medal

Klaus Hasselmann

•  AGU Fellow

•  AGU Macelwane Medal 

Manabe and 
Hasselmann “laid 
the foundation of 
our knowledge of 

the Earth’s climate 
and how humanity 

influences it.”  

— The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, 
which awards the Nobel Prizes

39M
Social Media 
Impressions

+46% over 2020

25,300
News mentions 
of AGU and  
AGU science

https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2020JE006706
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210506-the-interstellar-voyagers-that-visited-our-sun?ocid=global_future_rss
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/23/science/astronomy-oumuamua-comet.html
https://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/weltall/oumuamua-vom-alienobjekt-zum-exo-pluto-a-ae6f3886-bde3-4e54-9bfb-f67bda58e03a#ref=rss
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2021EF002016
https://www.eenews.net/articles/heat-waves-hit-small-towns-of-color-harder-than-white-ones/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/2021/07/13/ucsd-study-finds-some-urban-neighborhoods-are-hott
https://www.kqed.org/news/11881164/extreme-heat-is-getting-worse-for-low-income-non-white-americans-new-study-finds
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2021GL094888
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/04/weather/earth-dimming-climate/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-63585043
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/earth-reflection-light-dim-earthshine-moon-solar-radiation
https://apnews.com/article/climate-tornadoes-science-environment-weather-f0d020bb0f51f55cfdb488895483a318
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/12/16/thwaites-glacier-antarctica-oregon-science-sea-level-rise-climate-change-oregon-state-university-study/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/12/13/thwaites-glacier-melt-antarctica/
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/antarctic-ice-shelf-crack-raise-seas-feet-decade-scientists-warn-rcna8918
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/12/14/climate-change-arctic-antarctic-poles/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/12/19/global-warming-antarctica-glacier-disturbing/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/12/17/climate-change-extreme-weather-future/
https://www.juneauempire.com/news/alaska-science-forum-news-of-the-arctic-from-new-orleans/
https://us.cnn.com/2021/12/14/world/nasa-parker-solar-probe-sun-scn/index.html
https://www.npr.org/2021/12/15/1064532565/nasa-spacecraft-sun-atmosphere-parker-solar-probe
https://www.npr.org/2021/12/15/1064532565/nasa-spacecraft-sun-atmosphere-parker-solar-probe
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/nobel-prize-awarded-to-agu-scientists-for-their-work-on-climate-change/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/nobel-prize-awarded-to-agu-scientists-for-their-work-on-climate-change/
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An inclusive scientific culture is essential for addressing the scientific and societal 
challenges that face our planet and humanity. Welcoming the participation of 
underrepresented groups is not just an issue of ethics—it produces better research. 
Our award-winning Ethics & Equity Center, the newly launched AGU LANDInG, 
Thriving Earth Exchange, and Bridge programs are just a few of the ways our 
community will ensure that diversity, inclusion, equity, ethics and cultural awareness 
are sewn into the fabric of all our activities. Read more in AGU’s Ethics, Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion 2021 Annual Report.

Promote and exemplify an 
inclusive scientific culture

Read the full AGU’s Ethics, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 2021 Annual Report.

https://www.agu.org/-/media/Files/Learn-About-AGU/AGU_Annual_Ethics_DEI_Report_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=3F673C2ACF51FC038EAF3354AC68C877
https://www.agu.org/-/media/Files/Learn-About-AGU/AGU_Annual_Ethics_DEI_Report_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=3F673C2ACF51FC038EAF3354AC68C877
https://www.agu.org/-/media/Files/Learn-About-AGU/AGU_Annual_Ethics_DEI_Report_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=3F673C2ACF51FC038EAF3354AC68C877
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We understand that the scientific and societal challenges facing our planet, 
humanity and the environment cannot be addressed solely by the scientific 
community. Through AGU’s global partnerships, along with initiatives such as the 
Thriving Earth Exchange, Mentoring365, Sharing Science, Eos, and our ongoing 
science policy outreach, we are committed to cultivating a culture of trust in 
evidence-based science, to co-creating knowledge with communities that use that 
knowledge, and to helping AGU members effectively address societal challenges 
through solution-based science, science policy, communication and outreach.

Partner broadly with other organizations 
and sectors to address scientific and 
societal challenges 

Global Partnerships
COP26 IN GLASGOW

When the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, COP26, convened 
in Glasgow, Scotland, in November, AGU 
was there to meet with world leaders to 
advocate for science-based solutions. 
In addition, the editors-in-chief of every 
AGU journal issued a call to climate 
action to the COP26 attendees. AGU 
also participated in the “Cities are Key 
to the Climate Solution” summit, where 
we collaborated with Optica and several 
other partners to showcase a pilot urban 
air quality monitoring project as part of 
the Global Environmental Measurement 
and Monitoring (GEMM) initiative.   
 
“We are making a plea for collective 
action: we must make the switch to a 
green economy...Rich countries must 
lead the way in making drastic cuts 
to carbon emissions and in helping 
low- and middle-income countries to 
develop sustainably. We are running out 
of time.” — 22 AGU Editors-in-Chief in 
Geophysical Research Letters 

“We are making a plea for collective action: we 
must make the switch to a green economy.” 

— 22 AGU Editors-in-Chief in Geophysical Research Letters 

AGU leaders and representatives from Optica display an instrument from the Global Environmental Measurement and 

Monitoring (GEMM) initiative at COP26 in Glasgow.

https://ukcop26.org/
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2021GL096644
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2021GL096644
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A FUTURE OF 
SUSTAINABLE OCEANS

In 2021, the United Nations launched 
the Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development. In June, 
the UN formally endorsed three 
contributions that AGU is involved in as 
part of this worldwide initiative: 

•   The Global Ecosystem for Ocean 
Solutions, a program collaboration 
with Ocean Visions and several other 
partners

•   The Ocean Sciences Meeting, in 
collaboration with The Oceanography 
Society (TOS) and the Association 
for the Sciences of Limnology and 
Oceanography (ASLO)

•  AGU’s Mentoring365 program

 
GLOBAL GEOSCIENCE 
SOCIETIES INITIATIVE

At AGU’s Fall Meeting 2020, President 
Susan Lozier identified an opportunity 
for geoscience organizations to invest 
in real action together. Previously, a 
broad group of these organizations 
would convene annually or biannually 
at their respective annual meetings to 
discuss common operational challenges 
or membership needs. In June 2021, 
AGU convened these societies formally 
under the Global Geoscience Societies 
Initiative to present a unifying vision.  
 
The Initiative’s purpose is to better 
leverage the strength of the geoscience 
societies around the world to drive 
impact for our communities. The group 
has formed four task teams, each of 
which meets once a month: Support 
Early Career and Student Communities, 
Inclusion and Representation in 
Geoscience, Advocate for the Earth and 
Space Sciences in Global and Domestic 
Policies, and Public Engagement and 
Outreach. AGU is very excited about this 

new way for us to collaborate closely 
with our global community and better 
converge on common opportunities. 

#AGU21 GLOBAL EVENTS

AGU’s Fall Meeting is an international 
convening of Earth and space scientists, 
so in addition to the important research 
presented, global leaders convene at 
the event to discuss the critical role 
of science in the solution to societal 
challenges.  
 
At #AGU21, John Kerry, the Special 
Presidential Envoy for Climate, led a 
fireside chat on integrating discussions 
of climate into science diplomacy. 
Six Global Cafes created welcome 
spaces for attendees to organize 
regionally rather than by discipline and 
network with members of AGU’s Global 
Engagement Committee. We also 
gathered leaders in four roundtables at 
a Sustainable Development Goals’ Stage 
to discuss how the Earth and space 
science community can contribute 

to issues surrounding clean water 
and sanitation, hunger, industry and 
infrastructure, and sustainable cities.    

AGU POSITION STATEMENTS

AGU’s Council updated four position 
statements to represent the evolving 
voices and priorities of our global 
community:

•   Robust government investment in 
Earth and space science research is 
essential for a resilient, sustainable 
society

•   The responsibilities and rights of 
scientists

•   The importance of exploring Earth 
and space science throughout the 
educational experience

•   Teaching climate change and evolution 
is essential to understand our past and 
shape our future

AGU President Susan Lozier and U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry in conversation during #AGU21.

Global Partnerships

https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Government-Funding-of-Science
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Government-Funding-of-Science
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Government-Funding-of-Science
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Government-Funding-of-Science
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Rights-and-responsibilities-of-scientists
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Rights-and-responsibilities-of-scientists
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/K-12-education
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/K-12-education
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/K-12-education
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Evolution
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Evolution
https://www.agu.org/Share-and-Advocate/Share/Policymakers/Position-Statements/Evolution
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Eos publishes high-quality Earth and space science 
reporting alongside scientist-authored articles for a 
global, public readership. 

Eos’s global reach

•   A growing cadre of writers from  
around the globe reports on science 
and environmental news for Eos in their 
regions, including Africa (Tanzania, 
South Africa, Uganda), Asia (India, 
Japan), and Latin America (Brazil, 
Colombia, Mexico).

•   Reporting by Latin American journalists 
has led to significant audience growth 
in those regions, including a 20% rise 
in Brazil, 58% rise in Mexico, and over 
200% growth in Colombia.

•   Published 70+ article translations in 
Spanish through a partnership with 
Planeteando, leading to a 182% rise in its 
Spanish-speaking audience, according 
to primary web browser language.

•   Launched simplified Chinese 
translations, leading to a 63%  
audience growth in China.

Eos: Science News by AGU

4M
page views

Award-winning science news

“We need good science to be portrayed 
well to the public and AGU can continue 

to lead this charge.” 
— Scientist who served as a source for an Eos news story. 

2021 EXCEL AWARDS 

Association Media & Publishing 

“Creating Spaces for 
Geoscientists with Disabilities to 
Thrive” by AGU members Anita 
M. Marshall and Sean Thatcher—
Best Feature Article on Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Initiatives

“Modeling Under Pressure” by 
Mark Betancourt—Best Feature 
Article, General

Eos.org—Editorial Excellence

Eos.org by 
the Numbers

33%
rise in readership

Launched
on Apple News

7.2M
Twitter impressions

1.5M
Google referrals 

https://eos.org/opinions/creating-spaces-for-geoscientists-with-disabilities-to-thrive
https://eos.org/opinions/creating-spaces-for-geoscientists-with-disabilities-to-thrive
https://eos.org/opinions/creating-spaces-for-geoscientists-with-disabilities-to-thrive
https://eos.org/features/the-deepwater-horizon-disaster-and-modeling-under-pressure
https://eos.org/
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THRIVING EARTH EXCHANGE

The Thriving Earth Exchange launched 
52 new projects in 2021. These projects 
create concrete local impacts for 
communities struggling with a variety 
of environmental challenges. We also 
launched the Neighborhood Fund, 
providing seed money for projects to buy 
instruments, host community meetings 
or otherwise advance their work. 

SCIENCE POLICY & 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

In January 2021, President Joe Biden 
was sworn in and immediately began 
releasing his administration’s vision for 
the future of U.S. science. AGU seized 
the opportunity to speak out and usher 
in a new era of trust in science, with 
statements on Biden’s climate plan, 
nominations of an experienced team of 
scientists to guide his work—including 
AGU Fellow and Hess Medalist Maria 
Zuber—and elevating the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy Director 
to a cabinet-level position, and, crucially, 

the executive order to have the U.S. 
rejoin the Paris Accord and the World 
Health Organization. AGU and its 
partners also effectively campaigned to 
have the U.S. EPA commit to diversifying 
Federal Advisory Boards, and AGU 
participated in a roundtable about 
welcoming Afghani scientists into the 
scientific community with Office of 
Science and Technology Policy Director 
Eric Lander. 
 
After announcing these climate change 
priorities, several bills were introduced 
to the U.S. Congress that would provide 
significant funding for expanding 
research and results in climate change 
solutions. To garner support for this 
critical funding, the National Science 
Foundation contacted AGU and several 
other societies to rapidly convene our 
respective communities and provide 
robust input and innovative ideas to 
inform a potential implementation 
strategy.

Science in Our Communities

Community leads Amy Stelly and Tamah Yisrael pointing out the I-10 corridor in the 7th Ward, New Orleans. Their 
organization, Claiborne Avenue Alliance, worked with Thriving Earth Exchange to evaluate the impacts of Highway I-10 
that runs above Claiborne Avenue. Their work contributed to a national conversation with New Orleans at its center.

Read our Report 
to NSF on AGU 
Community 
Recommendations 
and Ideas Regarding 
Implementing Climate 
Change Solutions.

https://thrivingearthexchange.org/
https://thrivingearthexchange.org/a-community-science-approach-to-funding-science/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agu-statement-on-president-bidens-climate-plan/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agu-statement-on-president-elect-bidens-science-nominations-today/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agu-statement-on-president-elect-bidens-science-nominations-today/
https://fromtheprow.agu.org/agu-statement-on-president-bidens-executive-orders-today/
https://wpg.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/wpg/files/bibliopdfs/Report%20to%20NSF%20essoar.10507256.2.pdf
https://wpg.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/wpg/files/bibliopdfs/Report%20to%20NSF%20essoar.10507256.2.pdf
https://wpg.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/wpg/files/bibliopdfs/Report%20to%20NSF%20essoar.10507256.2.pdf
https://wpg.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/wpg/files/bibliopdfs/Report%20to%20NSF%20essoar.10507256.2.pdf
https://wpg.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/wpg/files/bibliopdfs/Report%20to%20NSF%20essoar.10507256.2.pdf
https://wpg.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/wpg/files/bibliopdfs/Report%20to%20NSF%20essoar.10507256.2.pdf
https://wpg.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/wpg/files/bibliopdfs/Report%20to%20NSF%20essoar.10507256.2.pdf
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In addition, AGU supported its 
community in making over 2,500 
connections with policymakers in 2021, 
including over 100 virtual meetings. 
AGU also received over 20 requests 
for information from decision-makers, 
weighing in on issues such as funding 
for science, innovation, wildfires and 
broadening participation in STEM. AGU 
hosted over 44 trainings, workshops and 
webinars for AGU members, covering 
topics as diverse as policy issues related 
to scientific integrity, how to engage 
with new legislators and how to create a 
policy one-pager.

Science in Our Communities

Sharing Science

Sharing Science Grants:

These grants supported science 
communication outreach ranging 
from creating illustrations for a 
children’s book on Brazilian ecology to 
developing instructions for an app for 
community residents to use to monitor 
macroplastics in Kenya.

Storytelling for the  
21st-Century Scientist 

9 
webinar series 

165 
average attendance 

Launched 
Virtual Learning Hub for resources

Sci & Tell Podcast  

12-episode 
series highlighted awardees of 
NASA Narratives grants.

40
awardees

11
countries
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MENTORING365

AGU is excited about the potential 
for our Mentoring365 platform to 
advance geoscientists onto their career 
paths with the announcement in 2021 
of a major expansion. We began by 
partnering with NASA, the American 
Astronomical Society, and the American 
Society for Gravitational and Space 
Research and joined seven other society 
partners. Mentoring365 signed up more 
than 1,900 participants by the end of 
2021.

 
SUPPORTING STUDENT 
PARTICIPATION IN GEOSCIENCE 
CAREER EVENTS

224 student members were awarded Fall 
Meeting Student Travel Grants, thanks 
to our generous AGU community donors.

Outstanding Student Presentation 
Awards

3,477 students participated in the 
Outstanding Student Presentation 
Awards at Fall Meeting. 127 
undergraduate, master’s and Ph.D. 
students received awards recognizing 
their quality research in Earth and space 
sciences and the ability to effectively 
communicate it.

AGU BRIDGE PROGRAM

In 2021, AGU welcomed 15 new 
collegiate departments as AGU Bridge 
partners, making for a total of 46 
partners. The AGU Bridge Program, part 
of the NSF-funded Inclusive Graduate 
Education Network, seeks to recruit, 
retain and support students from 
historically marginalized backgrounds 
into geoscience graduate programs 
around the country.

 
 
 

Supporting the Future of Science

3,477 
students participated in 
the Outstanding Student 
Presentation Awards 

224 
students awarded Fall Meeting 
Student Travel Grants 

Supporting 
Students

https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2021/nasa-partnership-supports-the-next-generation-of-space-and-science-professionals/
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
($250+ cumulative annual giving) 

Linda M. Abriola

Timothy Keith Ahern

James F. Allan

John S. Allen Jr.

James G. L. Anderson

Robert F. Anderson

Thomas F. Anderson

Benjamin James Andrews

Anonymous (7)

Spiro K. Antiochos

Pranoti M. Asher

Olivier Bachmann

Charles R. Bacon

Kevin H. Baines

Victor R. Baker

Roger C. Bales

Lawrence E. Band

Ana Paula Barros

Sunanda Basu

Paul Bedrosian

Robin Elizabeth Bell

Edgar A. Bering III

Elizabeth W. Boyer

Rafael L. Bras

Charles A. Brock

Jay Brodsky

William H. Brune

Robert W. Buddemeier

Scott Alan Budzien

James L. Burch

Stephen J. Burges

James J. Butler Jr.

Jonathan F. Callender

Wendy M. Calvin

Michael O. Chandler

Ji Chen

Judith Savaso Chester

Jonathan R. Childs

James A. Coakley Jr.

Millard F. Coffin

Max L. Coleman

Jennifer M. Comstock

Martha H. Conklin

William B. Curry

Kendra L. Daly

Eric A. Davidson

Edward DeLuca

Russell R. Dickerson

Emma R. Dieter

Paul Dirmeyer

Ewan S. Douglas

James Frederick Drake

Claude E. Duchon

Brandon Dugan

Laurie Schuur Duncan

Thomas Dunne

Robert H. Eather

Larry W. Esposito

David W. Fahey

John W. Farrington

Clinton D. Fawcett

J. F. Fennell

Christopher B. Field

Rana A. Fine

Carol Finn

Mary K. Firestone

Eric Firing

Randy W. Fiser

Lennard A. Fisk

Karl W. Flessa

Marilyn L. Fogel

Kevin F. Forbes

Efi Foufoula-Georgiou

Lydia K. Fox

Jennifer Ann Francis

Timothy J. G. Francis

James R. Fuller

Stephen A. Fuselier

Robert B. Gagosian

William B. Gail

Antoinette Broe Galvin

Huilin Gao

Henry Berry Garrett

Cassandra Gaston

Jeffrey S. Gee

John W. Geissman

Joris Gieskes

Lawrence J. Giles

Norman E. Goldstein

Raymond Goldstein

Luis A. Gonzalez

David C. Goodrich

Nat Gopalswamy

Morgan E. Gorris

Diana G. L. Graham

William B. Grant

Priscilla C. Grew

Nancy B. Grimm

Timothy L. Grove

Roy Haggerty

Melinda M. Hall

James D. Haluska

Timothy Hamlin

Paul J. Hanson

Margaret Hellweg

Paul Hendrix

Thomas Herring

Mary C. Hill

Eileen E. Hofmann

William E. Holt

Larry D. Hothem

Alan D. Howard

Bruce M. Howe

John R. Hummel

Devrie Intriligator

David R. Janecky

Catherine Johnson

Elizabeth A. Johnson

Roberta Johnson

A. J. Timothy Jull

Donna M. Jurdy

Stephen W. Kahler

AGU gratefully acknowledges the donors, members and friends who supported AGU’s programs and initiatives in 2021.  
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Marianne S. Karplus

Jeffrey Karson

Jill L. Karsten

Akira Kasahara

Miriam Kastner

Suzanne Mahlburg Kay

Peter B. Kelemen

George N. Kiladis

Timothy L. Killeen

Kelly Klima

William S. Kurth

Eva Labson

Janice Lachance

Tracy LaMondue

Timothy J. Lang

Charles A. Lawson

Sonya Legg

Margaret Leinen

Alan P. Leonardi

Michael Warren Liemohn

Jing Liu

Qinya Liu

Susan Lozier

Christopher Lynnes

J. Douglas Macdougall

Stephen J. Mackwell

Jon J. Major

Jerry Wayne Manweiler

Hal B. Maring

Guy Masters

Stefan Maus

David J. McComas

Jason S. McLachlan

Marcia K. McNutt

Linda Mearns

James I. Metcalf

P. C. D. Milly

Ralph Moberly

Mary Mohney

Mark B. Moldwin

Fred J. Molz

Gregory F. Moore

Willard S. Moore

Seth C. Moran

Paul Morgan

Gregory Mount

Patrick Muffler

Tsugunobu Nagai

Yosio Nakamura

Kenneth H. Nealson

J. David Neelin

Douglas S. Neuhauser

Paul A. Newman

Romina Nikoukar

Richard J. Norby

Carolyn Olson

Michelle Olutayo

John A. Orcutt

Victoria J. Orphan

Glenn S. Orton

Marisa C. Palucis

Rajul Pandya

Michael R. Perfit

H. Kenneth Peterson

Katerina E. Petronotis

John Pitlick

John D. Podesta

William H. Prescott

Philip L. Pritchett

Julie Prytulak

Mohan K. Ramamurthy

V. Ramaswamy

Geoffrey D. Reeves

Robert E. Reinke

Emily Reister

Paola M. Rizzoli

Susan Roberts

Alexander C. Robinson

Alan Robock

Aidan E. Roche

Jose M. Rodriguez

Richard B. Rood

Richard D. Rosen

Charlotte A. Rowe

Roberta L. Rudnick

Robert Scarf

Daryl Scherkenbach

Peter Schlosser

Paul C. Schwering

Colin J. Seftor

John Steven Selker

Mark Mocettini Shimamoto

Nobumichi Shimizu

Sudhir R. Shrestha

David J. Simons

Ruth M. Skoug

Steven Slaff

Rebecka Snell Labson

Tammo S. Steenhuis

Daoyuan Sun

Anne M. Thompson

M. Nafi Toksoz

Compton J. Tucker

Richard Peter Turco

Alisha Turnbow

Allan J. Tylka

Cesar Enrique Valladares

Albert J. Valocchi

Martinus Van Genuchten

Julie A. Vano

Mark Vaughan

Peter Vrolijk

Dana Vukajlovich

Jack H. Waite Jr.

Marianne C. Walck

Richard J. Walker

Richard L. Walterscheid

Libe Washburn

Ray F. Weiss

Ray E. Wells

Rodney W. Whitaker

Pat Wilde

John L. Wilson

David M. Winker

Douglas R. Worsnop

Donald J. Wuebbles

Xing Yuan

Xubin Zeng

Chidong Zhang

Herman B. Zimmerman

Edward J. Zipser 

2021 Donors
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FOUNDATION AND ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 
 

2G Enterprises

AccuWeather Inc.

ACS Publications

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Ball Aerospace & Technologies 
Corp.

Bank of America Charitable 
Gift Fund

Battelle Columbus

Carnegie Corporation of New 
York

Cell Press

Chevron Corporation

Earth Networks Inc.

ESRI

Fidelity Charitable

Geophysical Survey Systems, 
Inc.

Hazelyn and Harrold McComas 
Charitable Trust

IO Publishing

Johns Hopkins University 
Applied Physics Laboratory

Journal of Remote Sensing

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory

Leidos

Lockheed Martin Advanced 
Technology Center

Lockheed Martin Commercial 
Civil Space
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NASA
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Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz 
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Renaissance Charitable
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Royal Society of Chemistry

Schwab Charitable Trust

Springer Nature

Springer-Verlag GmbH

Stiefel Freethought Foundation

The Brinson Foundation

The Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation

TIAA Charitable

US Charitable Gift Trust

US Geological Society

Wiley

World Young Scientist Summit 

Wenzhou Executive Committee
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Statements of Financial Position

31 December 2021 2020

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $ 9,104,200 $ 6,257,657

Investments 129,409,266 121,485,268

Receivables, net 4,006,222 2,923,964

Prepaid expenses and other assets 1,945,344 1,935,158

Property and equipment, net 53,067,777 53,496,822

Total assets $ 197,532,809 $ 186,098,869

Liabilities and net assets

Liabilities 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 9,650,852 $ 7,107,864

Lines of credit 13,111,034 7,688,999

Deferred revenue 1,596,768 2,070,271

Accrued postretirement health benefits 2,430,000 2,598,850

Bonds payable, net 41,046,550 42,234,524

Total liabilities 67,835,204 61,700,508

Net assets

Without donor restrictions:

Undesignated $ 71,267,917 $ 70,077,015

Designated 44,593,309 41,751,175

Total net assets without donor restrictions 115,861,226 111,828,190

With donor restrictions 13,836,379 12,570,171

Total net assets 129,697,605 124,398,361

Total liabilities and net assets $ 197,532,809 186,098,869

2021 Financial Summary
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AGU is a global community supporting more than half a million 
advocates and professionals in the Earth and space sciences.

 
 

www.agu.org

https://www.agu.org/

