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Safety and Security
Climate change’s e�ects place strains on natural resources, 

supply, and distribution that can threaten a country’s or a 

region’s overall stability and cause con�ict. 

Concerns include the following:

•  Flooding and drought can a�ect safety and water supply. 

Speci�c regions in the U.S., such as the Southeast, South-

west, and Great Plains, are particularly vulnerable.6 

•  American forests contribute to the country’s sustainability 

by removing roughly 12% of the U.S. total greenhouse 

gas emissions from the environment but are at risk from 

increased drought, wildfire potential, and development.7 

6 U.S. Department of Agriculture, “The Rising Cost of Wild�re Operations,” http://       ..
www.fs.fed.us/sites/default/�les/2015-Rising-Cost-Wild�re-Operations.pdf.

6 USGCRP, Third National Climate Assessment, http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/
highlights/report-�ndings/water-supply. 

7 The White House, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/�les/image/
president27sclimateactionplan.pdf.  

8 Department of Defense, 2014 Climate Change Adaptation Roadmap, http://ppec.
asme.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/CCARprint.pdf.

9 USGCRP, Third National Climate Assessment, http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/.

According to the U.S. Department of Defense, “the 

military could be called upon more often to support 

civil authorities, and provide humanitarian assistance 

and disaster relief in the face of more frequent and 

more intense natural disasters.”   
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•  Military operations both at home and internationally could 

be a�ected by an increased demand for disaster and hu-

manitarian relief.

•  Ocean acidi�cation could have negative impacts down the 

marine food chain, limiting the ability of marine animals, 

such as clams, oysters, and crabs, to grow, survive, and 

reproduce.9  Changes to marine-based food sources will 

challenge global economies.
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