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• La Niña conditions are present
• La Niña is likely to continue 

through the Northern 
Hemisphere winter 2020-21 
(~95% chance during January-
March) and into spring 2021 
(~65% chance during March-
May)









https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm

 2020 will go down as the largest 
wildfire season recorded in
California's modern history 
(according to the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection)

 Fire concerns from 2020 will spill 
over into the new year and spread 
across the southern Plains, and 
coastal regions of the Gulf Coast and 
Southeast, including the Carolinas

 La Niña and current fuel conditions 
remain the principal drivers of 
significant fire potential into Spring 
2021



Take Away Points:
 Nearly half (48%) of the Lower 48 states is in drought (D1-D4) 

according to the December 1 U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM)
 21% of the Lower 48 states are in extreme to exceptional 

drought (D3/D4 on the USDM), most since 2012/2013
 Nearly 72 million people are in drought affected areas
 With the La Niña event evolving, we can expect the drought to 

continue expanding and intensifying (via the Climate Prediction 
Center’s Seasonal Drought Outlook) from the western U.S., 
along the Gulf Coast and into the Southeast during the winter
 Slow start to West snowpack/water supply season bears 

watching as we head into 2021
 La Niña and current fuel conditions remain the principal drivers 

of significant fire potential into Spring 2021



drought.unl.edu @droughtcenter @droughtcenter

ON THE WEB

Thank You!
Questions?

Contact: Mark Svoboda
msvoboda2@unl.edu

mailto:msvoboda2@unl.edu
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